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Dear Counsel:

Today you should be receiving, via Federal Express, a copy
of U.S EPA's Decision Document/Explanation of Significant
Differences ("DD/ESD") for the NL Industries/Taracorp Superfund
Site. Along with the DD/ESD we have sent a copy of the United
States' request to the Court for a case status conference and
briefing schedule to address the Phase I issues. The primary
purpose of our request for a status conference is to address the
conduct of remedial activities with the parties and the Court
during the pendency of the briefing proposed in our schedule.

U.S. EPA would like to proceed with residential soil
remediation at a limited number of homes at this time and then
re-commence residential soil remediation in the late Winter,
early Spring of 1996. U.S. EPA proposes to proceed with
remediation of certain identified residential properties in which
children reside, all of which contain lead in soil at levels
which we believe there is truly no dispute. Further, the
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residents of these homes with children have requested and
consented to the soil remediation activities.

We will attempt to contact you today to discuss this matter
and answer any other questions you may have.

Please feel free to contact Lee Gelman or myself if you have
any questions or comments.

Sincerely,

1-4 .

n H. Grady
nard M. Gelman

cc: Sean Mulroney, Ass't Reg. Counsel, U.S. EPA
All Counsel of Record


